Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.101; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.6.
Related literature
For the crystal structure of imidazolium picrate, see: SorianoGarcía et al. (1990) . For the structures of picrates of some other imidazole derivatives, see, for example: Nardelli et al. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The imidazole nucleus appears in a number of naturally occurring products like amino acid histidine and purines which comprise many of the most important bases in nucleic acids. Imidazole derivatives deal with a broad spectrum of pharmacological activities. The crystal structures of some imidazolium picrates have been reported, for instance imidazolium picrate itself (Soriano-García et al. (1990) ; also two solvates (hydrate and ethanolate) of 2-aminohistamine dipicrate (Nardelli et al.,1987) , 4-hydroxymethylimidazolium picrate (Du & Zhao, 2003) , two polymorphs of betaine bis(diimidazolium) dipicrate (MacDonald et al., 2005 ) and 3-benzyl-1-methyl-imidazolium picrate (Pi et al., 2009 ).
The title compound, 2-methylimidazolium picrate (2-methyl-1H-imidazol-3-ium 2,4,6-trinitrophenolate, Scheme 1) crystallizes with two ionic components, as proved by successful location and refinement of hydrogen atoms at both imiadzole nitrogen atoms as well as by the bond length pattern. Both cyclic fragments are in a good approximation planar. As might be expected, the deviations from the least-squares plane are by an order of magnitude smaller in the imidazolium ring (maximum 0.0028 (10) Å) than in a six-atom ring of picrate anion (0.0289 (10) The layers related by centers of symmetry are additionally connected by quite short π-π stacking interactions between six-membered rings. The distances between the centers of consecutive rings in a stack are 3.594Å and 3.621Å, but if the parallel shift is taken into account the distances between the planes are 3.48Å and 3.27Å (Fig. 3) . It should be noted, however, that the parallel shift is in these cases 1.00Å and 1.50Å, respectively, which might suggest weak π-π stacking in the first case but edge-to-edge kind of interaction in the second. Hydrogen atoms were located in difference Fourier maps and isotropically refined. Figures   Fig. 1 . Anisotropic ellipsoid representation of the compound I together with atom labelling scheme. The ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level, hydrogen atoms are depicted as spheres with arbitrary radii; hydrogen bond is shown as dashed line/ 
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